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family? Our Chinese Government is good. If
you continue to preach against it, the whole
family will be despoiled and dishonored. With
your foreign leanings you put yourself against
our customs, our traditions, and all that we hold
dear. This attitude may lead you eventually to
separate yourself even from your family. Is it
not just, then, that I take back that which so freely
I have set aside for you?"

Wen was astonished at the words of his brother.
He had given no thought to the past munificence
of Da Ko. Wen had never known the pinch of
poverty, although he knew what poverty itself
was. Poverty was everywhere in China. Wen
had gloried in Da Ko's success and did not con-
sider that he had had a great part in its making.
It was very wonderful to him that a Chinese,
bound to the traditions of ancient precepts as was
Da Ko, should be able to go forth in a strange
y<m (ocean) land, and there gain esteem and
respect among foreigners by sheer business
ability.

Wen in his astonishment remained silent, while
Da Ko continued:

"It is good to come among the Ocean-men and
labor with them. It is good to have their esteem.
But if we lose the treasured traditions of China,
if we do not follow the precepts of our ancestors,

188